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Press Release

A two day National Conference on Environmental Challenges for ‘New India’ was organized by
Environment and Social Development Association (ESDA), Delhi in collaboration with Dr.
Bhim Rao Ambedkar College, University of Delhi and CSIR-National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute & National Environmental Science Academy, Delhi on 2nd - 3rd
June, 2018 at the auditorium of Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar College. The conference was organized
on the occasion of World Environment Week 2018 Theme: Beat Plastic Pollution, where India is
the global host.

The inaugural session commenced with the lighting of the lamp and with the release of
“Souvenir & Abstracts” by the chief guests Dr. Rajendra Singh, water conservationist, also
known as “Waterman” of India, Dr. R B Singh, Prof Department of Geography, DCE, DU, Dr.
Geetanjali Kaushik, Executive Director, ESDA, Jawaharlal Nehru Engineering College,
Aurangabad, Dr. Javed Ahmad, and Dr. S.K. Goyal.

Dr. Rajendra Singh spoke about the modern global problems and local traditional solutions. He
said that the floods and droughts are mainly faced by low income communities, which leads to
forced migration. He suggested use of local resources and technology for water harvesting
system in India. He also talked about community based operation, i.e. community driven through
de-centralization of water management. Dr. Rajendra Singh offered various solutions to conserve
water, like understanding traditional systems and use of indigenous knowledge to prevent the
formation of dangerous landscapes, mobilization of community around land water and forests,
participation in rejuvenating old structures and construction of new structures and creation of
new village level and river basin institutions. He also said that change in university curriculum is
required which should be based on indigenous knowledge about water conservation.

Dr. R. B. Singh, Prof Department of Geography, DCE, talked about environmental challenges
for the New India. He said that India’s priority should be poverty eradication and sustainable
growth. He also said that investing on education is the solution, which triggers progress of a
country, as happened in Japan and China. Dr. R.B. Singh said that functional literacy is more
important than knowledge creation. He said that science and social science have to come
together and a sense of responsibility has to be generated amongst all. He talked about threatened
biodiversity by flooding in fluvial environment while referring to development without
destruction. He said that the New India must be based on local resource development and must
work to increase the Global peace index.

Dr. Geetanjali Kaushik, Executive Director, ESDA, Jawaharlal Nehru Engineering College,
Aurangabad, appreciated the efforts of the college to come up with this conference.

Dr. Javed Ahmad and Dr. S.K. Goyal emphasized on the importance of environmental change on
an individual level.



Mr. Deepanshu Srivastava urged everyone to take away at least one suggestion from the
conference and implement it to contribute towards environmental change.

After the inaugural session, a tree was planted by the chief guests in the college garden as an
initiative for climate change.

The first technical session on the theme of “Air Pollution & Smog in Delhi-NCR and other
Metro Cities; Global Warming and Climate Change” began in the auditorium right after lunch,
wherein the panelists were Prof. Raj Kumar, Director, Vallabhbhai Patel Chest Institute,
University of Delhi, Prof. B. R. Gurjar, Department of Civil & Env. Engineering, IIT Roorkee,
Dr. Anil K. Srivastava, Former Chief Scientist & Additional Director, NMRL, DRDO, Mumbai,
and Mr. Vikrant Tongad (Env. Conservationist) Founder Member, Social Action for Forest &
Environment (SAFE) and Dr. S.K. Goyal shared their views on Air Pollution.



